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conspirator back to the steps leading up to the house, and the boat vanished at once under the arches of the Pont au Change.
Christophe shook the iron gate that closed the entrance from the river side and called out; Mile. Lecamus heard him, opened one of the windows of the back shop, and asked how he came there. Christophe replied that he was half-frozen, and that she must first let him in.
"Young master/5"said la Bourguignonne, "you went out by the street door and come in by the river-gate? Your father will be in a pretty rage."
Christophe, bewildered by the secret conference which had brought him into contact with the Prince de Conde, la Renaudie, and Chaudieu, and even more agitated by the expected turmoil of an imminent civil war, made no reply; he hurried up from the kitchen to the back shop. There, on seeing him, his mother, who was a bigoted old Catholic, could not contain herself.
" I will wager," she broke out, " that the three men you were talking to were ref------"
" Silence, wife," said the prudent old man, whose white head was bent over a book. " Now, you lazy oafs," he went on to three boys who had long since finished supper, " what are you waiting for to take you to bed? It is eight o'clock. You must be up by five in the morning. And first you have the President de Thou's robes and cap to carry home. Go all three together, and carry sticks and rapiers. If you meet any more ne'er-do-weels of your own kidney, at any rate there will be three of you."
" And are we to carry the ermine surcoat ordered by the young Queen, which is to be delivered at the Hotel de Soissons, from whence there is an express to Blois and to the Queen-mother? " asked one of the lads.
" No," said the Syndic; " Queen Catherine's account amounts to three thousand crowns, and I must get the money. I think I will go to Blois myself."
" I should not think of allowing yon, at your age, father, and in such times as these, to expose yourself on the highroads. I am two-and-twenty; you may send me on this er*